
 

 

FOWEY CLASSICS 
NOTICE OF RACE 2026 

 

The organising authority is Fowey Sailing Committee (FSC) which is the operating name of the Port of Fowey Race 
Organising Committee (POFROC), an unaffiliated body owned and controlled by the Royal Fowey Yacht Club (RFYC) 
and Fowey Gallants Sailing Club (FGSC) in association with Fowey Classics.  

1. Rules 
1.1 Racing will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS). 
1.2 Rule 44.1 will be changed so that only one turn, including one tack and one gybe is required. The sailing 

instructions may change other rules. 
1.3 The Fowey Harbour Byelaws and Notices to Mariners published by the Fowey Harbour Commissioners 

(FHC) apply both within the harbour and the approaches to it. The Byelaws are available to view on the FHC 
website - https://foweyharbour.co.uk/publications/. 

1.4 All boats shall have an effective alternative means of propulsion for safety purposes. 
 

2. Eligibility and Entry 
2.1 Racing in Fowey Classics is open to boats of the following classes. Gaff rig includes gunter, lugsail, spritsail 

and any other boat with a four-sided mainsail. Multi masted boats shall sail in the class appropriate to their 
type of mainsail. The organising authority reserves the right to allocate boats to classes and to amalgamate, 
cancel, divide or rearrange classes at its discretion depending on entries received. 
 

 

Class Flag Class 
1 Gaff Rigged Yachts 30ft LOA & over 
2 Gaff Rigged Yachts 20ft – 29ft 11” LOA  
3 Bermudan Rigged Yachts 35ft LOA & over 
4 Bermudan Rigged Yachts 20ft – 34ft 11” LOA 
5 Sailing Craft, Gaff or Bermudan Rigged under 20ft 
6 Sailing Dinghies 

 
 

2.2 Entry in Fowey Classics shall be by completion of the Entry Form and payment of the relevant fee as 
indicated on the Entry Form.  

2.3 A share of the paid entry fee for each boat shall constitute membership of POFROC for the purposes of 
racing in the Port of Fowey. 

 
3. Handicapping 

3.1 Gaffers and Luggers will be scored using an OGA handicap which may be obtained free by completing the 
measurement form available from Fowey Classics website. 

3.2 Bermudan rigged yachts should obtain a handicap prior to entry free on Jauge Classique Handicap (JCH)   
www.jch-online.org.  

 Entrants are encouraged to complete and submit the necessary forms as early as possible. 
 

4. Schedule of Races 

http://www.jch-online.org/


 

The schedule is shown in the attached programme for the event. 
 

 
5. Sailing Instructions  

Sailing instructions and instructions for the Parade of Sail will be available online on the Fowey Classics website 
from 19th July 2026. No boat shall race until its entry has been accepted. 
 

6. Venue & Courses 
6.1 Racing will take place in Fowey Bay and Fowey Harbour. 
6.2 The Parade of Sail will take place inside Fowey Harbour. 
 

7. Penalty System 
The founder of Fowey Classics, the late Rusty Eplett, established a fundamental rule for the event that any boat 
protesting shall be disqualified. If the Race Management team observes any competitor to be in breach of RRS 
then at the discretion of the Race Committee that boat shall have 10 minutes added to her elapsed time.  

 
8. Prizes 

Details of prizes will appear in the Classics event programme. 
 
9. Risk Statement 

Rule 3 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to 
continue racing is hers alone.” Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore inherently involves an 
element of risk.  By taking part in the event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that: 
(a) They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept responsibility for the exposure 

of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking part in the event; 
(b) They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other property whether afloat 

or ashore; 
(c) They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own actions or 

omissions; 
(d) Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate; 
(e) The provision of a race management team, safety patrol boats and other officials and volunteers by the 

organising authority does not relieve them of their own responsibilities; 
(f) The provision of safety patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme weather 

conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances; 
(g) It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this venue or this event drawn to 

their attention in any rules and information produced for the venue or event and to attend any safety briefing 
held for the event. 
 

10. Insurance 
Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of 
£3,000,000 per incident or the equivalent. 
 

11. RYA Racing Charter 
Competitors should note that FSC has implemented the RYA Racing Charter and that, when entering, competitors 
will be required to undertake to sail in compliance with the Charter, which can be found at the front of the RYA 
Racing Rules of Sailing 2025-2028 or at https://www.rya.org.uk/racingrules. 
 

12. Media Rights 
Competitors automatically grant to the organising authority and a party to which they may delegate this right, 
without payment, the right in perpetuity to make, use or show (including via the internet), any motion pictures, still 
pictures, live, taped or filmed television or any other forms of media, of or relating to the event. 
 

13. Further Information 
The West Country Classics Series 2026 
Vessels that have a minimum length on deck of 5.5m (18ft) LOD or displacement vessels with centreboards will 
be eligible for the series. To qualify it is necessary to race in at least two of the following regattas. Falmouth, Looe 
Lugger Classics, Fowey or Dartmouth www.westcountryclassics.org 
 
For further information about this year’s Fowey Classics, please visit the event website www.foweyclassics.com or 
email foweyclassics@gmail.com   

 
 

http://www.westcountryclassics.org/
http://www.foweyclassics.com/
mailto:foweyclassics@gmail.com


 

 
FOWEY CLASSICS 2026 PROGRAMME 

 

 
 

Monday 27th July 
Afternoon Boats arrive 
1800 hrs Welcome/Registration Desk open, Fowey Gallants Sailing Club 
1900 hrs Welcome Reception followed by supper, Fowey Gallants Sailing Club 
   Talk by Alan and Karen Toms 

 

Tuesday 28th July 
1200 hrs Briefing, Fowey Gallants Sailing Club 
1400 hrs Racing in Fowey Bay/Harbour 
1800 hrs Dinner at RFYC 

 

Wednesday 29th July 
1200 hrs Free Day with optional activities and talks TBC 
Evening Troy & Fowey River Classes Classics Race 
   

Thursday 30th July 
1000 hrs Briefing for Parade of Sail & Racing, Fowey Gallants Sailing Club 
1200 hrs Parade of Sail in Fowey Harbour 
1330 hrs Racing in Fowey Bay/Harbour 
Evening Prize Giving & BBQ, Fowey Gallants Sailing Club 

 

Friday 31st July 
Start TBA Passage Race from Fowey to Looe for those boats taking part in Looe 

Classics 
 

Otherwise…Cruise in company onwards or homewards to Tamar, South Devon 
harbours & Falmouth 
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